British Education

them over to the L.E.A. The Voluntary Schools include 9480 Church
of England and 1323 Roman Catholic Schools. Their average size
is much less than that of the Council Schools, and the number of
children attending them is considerably less than half that in the
Council Schools.

According to figures given in the report of the Board of Education,
issued in May 1939, about 90 per cent of the children between 5 and
ii are attending P.E. Schools. After 11 there is a fall in this per-
centage, representing the children who leave for Secondary Schools,

PJE, School buildings differ so widely that it is impossible to give
any general description of them. A traveller through the countryside
will soon learn to distinguish the typical village school Most com-
monly it will be a Church (voluntary) School, near the church itself,
built in ecclesiastical style with high-pitched roof and pointed windows,
and perhaps labelled " National School". Less often it will be a
plainer building with its origin shown by ** Board School" in brick
letters over the porch. Many of the older schools were at first merely
a single large room. " A barn forms no bad model " was once the
official view of the Central Authority. Often it is easy to trace the
alterations and improvements made piecemeal as past Inspectors
pointed out the need for them to the School Managers, Such im-
provements would be the addition of separate cloak-rooms at each
end of the building, increased playground space and separation of boys'
and girls' playgrounds, a separate class-room for the infants, the
division of the main room by partitions to form class-rooms, improve-
ments to the lighting by the enlargement of the windows or the
insertion of new ones, proper ventilation, a hot-water heating system,
modem desks and furniture.

The larger town Board Schools were built later than most of the
Church Schools. The usual plan before the Great War was a central
hail surrounded by class-rooms. But this causes constant interruption
to the classes in Singing, Dancing, Physical Training, and Dramatic
* Performance taken under modern methods in the hall, and the plan
now favoured is for the hall to be entirely separate while the class-
rooms open into a corridor The Board of Education has a " Blade
List", first compiled in 1908, of schools with unsatisfactory premises,
but by the improvement or closure of schools it has now been reduced
from nearly 3000 to about 800.

The great progress that has taken place in elementary tod indeed
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